The histopathology of infrainguinal vein graft stenoses.
The precise histopathological nature of vein graft stenoses is unclear. Some authors have suggested that these lesions are due to intimal hyperplasia and others have claimed that they are fibrous strictures. The aim of this study was to determine the histological nature of infrainguinal vein graft stenoses by examining sections of vein grafts that had developed stenoses and had been surgically revised. This was performed using a combined anti-smooth muscle actin/Millers elastin stain. The results show that vein graft stenoses are due to intimal hyperplasia whereby smooth muscle cells proliferate and cause thickening of the intimal layer.